
	  
	  
Peace-Faking, Peace- Breaking, Peace-Making and Relationships 
 
In every conflict we have three options in how we respond: 
 
Peace-Faking is characterized by pretending that the problem is not there.  We do 
this through denial, pulling away from relationships, leaving a church, and in 
extreme cases through suicide. 
 
In essence we are making the person “pay” for the wrong we (rightly or wrongly) 
perceive they have committed against us by sweeping it under the carpet of our 
hearts.  We do not want to come out and deal with it so we stuff it away deep in 
our hearts.  The end result is that the reconciliation never occurs and the sin is still 
gnawing away at our hearts. 
 
This is the sinful perversion of forbearance, which is choosing not to count an 
offense against a person, but forgiving them without their knowledge. 
 
Peace-Breaking is characterized by control in order to win the conflict. We do this 
through verbal attacks (including gossip and slander), physical violence, lawsuits, 
and in extreme cases murder. 
 
In essence we are making the person “pay” for the wrong we (rightly or wrongly) 
perceive they have committed against us by going on the attack. We do not want to 
hear the other person’s perspective or how we may have been in the wrong, what 
we want is vindication. The end result is that the reconciliation never occurs and 
the sin is still gnawing away at our hearts. 



 
This is the sinful perversion of confrontation, which is lovingly going to another 
person in the hope of winning them over (Matthew 18).  
 
Peace-Making is characterized by a heart that wants to see the peace and 
reconciliation that the gospel brings affect any given conflict.  It is a heart that 
understands that we are at peace with God and therefore can be at peace with one 
another (cf. Ephesians 2:11-22). 
 
In essence we are giving up our perceived right to make the person “pay” for the 
wrong we (rightly or wrongly) perceive they have committed against us. We are 
balancing forbearance with confrontation. All the while we are praying that God 
would show us our own sin AND use us to help the other person see their sin.  The 
goal is not winning or ignoring – it is reconciliation. Reconciliation with the Lord, 
first, then with us. 
 
 


